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he had a hand in the business himself. The affair gave rise to much trouble and some friction between the Governments concerned, though the Turkish authorities could not fairly be held in any way responsible for it. The roads throughout the whole country are very dangerous, and while the disturbed state of affairs continues it is impossible to police them properly. Signor Caprotti was attacked on one occasion while on his way to Hodei-dah : his servant was killed, his mule was shot under him, and he himself, lying on the ground, was shot at by a brigand from a distance of ten yards. Those who know Signor Caprotti will agree with him that his escape on this occasion was little short of miraculous. His assailant must have been the worst shot in Arabia.
The death of Burchardt was all the more deplorable for the fact that he was a careful and scientific traveller who would probably, had he lived, have added much to our knowledge of the Yemen and what lies beyond. He was engaged at the time in writing a book on the Sanaa dialect and its affinities, and he had in the course of his travels taken many excellent photographs of this picturesque and interesting country.
My first fortnight in Sanaa passed uneventfully. Signor Caprotti warned me that, while the Arabs were somewhat doubtful and suspicious concerning me, the Turks professed no two opinions : I was there as an agent of the British Government, and my purpose was espionage pure and simple. Nevertheless, the days passed and no communication reached me from the authorities. The fact was that there was nothing for them to say, for though the right of the Ottoman Government to prevent a foreigner travelling to any place may be conceded in practice, it is, under the capitulations, an extremely difficult matter to secure his deportation once he has got there.
It was, of course, very unfortunate that they should have this idea, but I hoped to live it down. As regards the Arabs I endeavoured, by expending a little money in charity, and by other means, to allay their hostility, while I trusted to the Consul's diplomacy to put the matter right with the authorities when he returned from Aden and discovered the little .joke I had been compelled